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Statement condemning chemical attacks on students

We, the independent women's organizations, strongly condemn the serial poisoning of Iranian female
students with chemical gas, which began on November 30" 2022 in the schools of Qom and reached 28 prov-
inces of Iran, sending more than five thousand students to the hospital and causing the death of several of
these teenagers.

If during more than four decades of the establishment of the Islamic Republic, attacks and anti-feminist poli-
cies have mainly focused on women, this time with the fearless presence of girls and their role in the wom-
en's movement, their health and safety have been attacked. In their brave struggles, young men and women
are looking for a future that the Islamic Republic cannot provide. Chemical gas attacks in a wide and serial
way will definitely have physical and mental effects on these teenagers. Fear and anxiety for children's health
in the educational environment are placed in the souls of families and these teenagers will undoubtedly ex-
perience its psychological effects in their lifetime.

The Islamic Republic, which monitors any actions of students and teachers in schools with CCTV cameras, and
punishes students in the most severe way for taking down Khomeini's photo or not wearing hijab. It has been
more than five months now that the regime has not made the slightest attempt to find a trace of the perpe-
trators of this massive crime.

Iran is not the only country that has taken action against girls' education; Afghanistan and Nigeria have also
threatened the security of schools with military attacks. The Global Coalition to Protect Education from
Attack (GCPEA) was originally formed in 2010 by organizations concerned about ongoing attacks on educa-
tional institutions, students and their staff in countries affected by military conflict and insecurity. Then the
"Safe Schools Declaration" in 2015 guaranteed the political commitment of countries to maintain the safety
of schools and the health of students. So far, 117 countries have signed it, but the Islamic Republic of Iran has
not signed it.

facing these criminal attacks and the new front of the Islamic Republic's war against women and girls, Iran's
noble and committed teachers with their fighting spirit are in sync with the students as an inseparable part of
the women's movement, free life, and this movement will not turn back. The sound of its steps towards the
future is still resonating in Iran and the world.

We, independent women's organizations demanding from the international community, children's rights or-
ganizations, teachers' unions of various countries, "Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attacks" re-

guest an independent investigation to determine the exact cause of these targeted measures for the insecu-
rity of girls' schools, which has been terrorizing and endangering the physical and mental health of students.
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